
 

 

Dear Parents, Carers and Students, 

As I am writing this, we are entering our second week of remote learning 2.0 for our Year 7-10 

students, and the third week back on site for our Senior Students. I hope everybody is well and 

keeping safe in these very challenging times. I remind you that we are here for our whole school 

community so please do not hesitate to reach out to the College if there is something we can do to 

support you. We are still working with Oz Harvest and our wellbeing team are putting together food 

hampers to support families – please reach out if we can support you in any way. Our VCAL students 

are busy making masks for our students on site and we hope to be able to also provide masks for our 

families in the next couple of weeks. 

What a journey we continue to be on, not only as a school community but as a state. It has been 

heart-warming to see our whole school community continue to come together and support each 

other as we work towards a common goal – providing a learning program for our students, looking 

after everyone’s wellbeing and, most importantly, keeping everyone safe. 

I would like to thank all the families, both parents and students, who responded to our survey last 

week; we are currently working through the responses and responding to the feedback. We 

appreciate this feedback as we work together to support our students and staff transition back to 

remote learning and finding the best way to engage in teaching and learning.   

This week we sent out our first Connect document for Remote Learning 2.0 and we will continue to 

use this as a forum to share information and bring our community together during this time. We 

received your feedback from Term 2, particularly in relation to whole school community days, and 

the first of these will happen on Friday 7th August. We are bringing back Fun Friday for our Year 7 – 

10 students, which was a huge hit last term: no lessons will be held for these year levels, instead we 

are asking students and staff to engage in a fun activity with their families. This can include baking, 

shooting hoops, gardening, kicking the football, doing some art work, walking the dog, playing UNO, 

watching a movie – something that makes you feel good and happy. It is really important that we 

manage our mental health and wellbeing during this period of social isolation and remote learning, 

and this is one way that our community can connect and do something together. We would once 

again like you to take photos and share what you are doing on Fun Friday. 

For our Senior Students, classes will still be running but hopefully there will be time in classes for 

students to engage in a fun activity with their peers and teachers. We can’t stop classes this close to 

end of the year as class time is precious as we approach the exam period, but we can still have fun 

on site. We just might plan a special surprise for you on the day! 

We must also be prepared for a school closure, should we have a confirmed case on site that 

requires a deep clean across the school campus. If this is to happen no one will be allowed on site, so 

a reminder to students to take all study materials home each night. We are hopeful this won’t 

happen but we need to be prepared. 



A reminder for all students to log in their attendance each morning before 11.00 via the link on their 

Compass feed. If you know your child will be absent from learning on a particular day, please enter 

their absence on Compass. We continue to monitor attendance and follow up with students who are 

absent. Student attendance is reported to the Department of Education daily. 

The safety and wellbeing of our whole school community remains our first priority. To keep 

everyone safe, we have reduced the number of staff on site, and only students who have prior 

approval in Years 7-10 are allowed on site. We remind Senior Students that they need to leave 

promptly after their last lesson and arrive at school ten minutes prior to the start of their first lesson. 

The office will be open with minimum staff from 8:30 to 3:30, we ask that you are patient as we 

manage your queries. 

Can I please remind you again, if your child is sick, they need to stay home. 

Temperature checking of students and staff is occurring. Anyone presenting with a temperature of 

37.5°C or above will be sent home. We encourage anyone in our community with any cold or flu 

symptoms to get tested and self-isolate until results are received.   

We ask for everyone’s cooperation in adhering to this important directive. Please stay at home if 

even the mildest of symptoms arise, and please get tested.   

Again, please do not hesitate to contact the school if your child needs support. We will make sure 

someone from our wellbeing team reaches out and offers support. I remind you that if the situation 

is an emergency, I encourage you to contact 000 and seek assistance at once. Beyond Blue also has 

valuable information and advice on mental health during the pandemic: 

https://www.beyondblue.org.au/the-facts/looking-after-your-mental-health-during-the-

coronavirus-outbreak 

On behalf of all of us who work at the College, I thank you for your continued support. We are, once 

again, entering challenging times but this too shall pass. We will continue working together and 

supporting each other. 

I once again want to take the time to express my enormous gratitude to our staff, teachers and 

education support staff, who are working hard to educate your children once again in extremely 

challenging times. Teachers of senior students also have to manage on site learning with remote 

learning introducing an additional challenge. I would like to acknowledge their efforts and the 

adjustments they are making to optimise the learning experience for all students in this difficult 

period.   

I am sure you will join with me in sending our staff our very best wishes and thanks. 

Stay safe and stay positive. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

Konnie Prades 

Principal 

26th July 2020  
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