
 

 

Dear Parents/Carers and Students, 

I hope you are all doing well and taking the opportunity to enjoy the lovely spring weather we are 

experiencing.   

As we enter our second last week of the school term, we are hoping that we can soon make plans to 

bring our community back on site.  The daily numbers are dropping which is a great sign and the 

curve is flattening.  I hope you are all managing with the Stage Four restrictions and reaching out if 

you need support.  

After today’s announcements, the remote and flexible learning will continue for all students during 

the first week of term.  During the first week, our Year 12 students and our Year 11 students doing 

Units 3&4 will be back for the GAT on Wednesday 7th of October.  Students in Year 11 & 12 who 

need to come in for assessments will also be allowed on site, as organised by their teachers.   As it 

stands, we will be able to welcome back our Year 11 & 12 students in the second week of Term 4, 

which is Monday 12th of October.  Students Year 7 – 10 will remain on flexible and remote learning 

until at least the Friday 24th October with the hope that we can welcome all students back on 26th of 

October. 

This is a critical stage of the year for our Year 12 students, with VCAL students finalising assessments 

and our VCE students preparing for exams.  It is really important this year that our students do their 

very best when completing the GAT as this is the ‘insurance’ VCAA will use if for some reason 

students cannot sit the exams.  Let’s hope that is not the case, but we must be prepared. 

This week is “Wellbeing Wednesday” and we have a lot of activities planned to assist our staff, 

students and families in managing and supporting their mental health.  It is now more important 

than ever that we engage in activities that promote our mental health.  These are unprecedented 

times and with the challenges our whole community is facing it is critical that we engage our minds 

in activities to foster our mental health. There will be no formal classes on Wednesday. There will be 

activities and lessons around healthy eating, movement, managing screen time and building positive 

feelings for each period for students and parents to engage in.  We encourage you to participate as a 

family in these activities on Wednesday, and please remember they will be available for you to 

access at any time via Compass.   

On Thursday we have RuOK day – a day focusing on checking in with our family, friends and 

colleagues. The theme for this year’s RuOK day is around knowing how to continue the conversation 

when someone close to you lets you know that they aren’t doing so well. I think that these 

conversations are important to have now more than ever as we navigate the current restrictions. We 

are planning some activities for your child/ren to participate in on Thursday together with a video 

for them to see during class time so make sure you look out for these on Compass.     

Our staff this week have participated in Trivia Week, which included “Guess the Staff Member”.  

There was a lot of laughter and fun as staff worked together, connecting in groups, allowing our staff 



community to bond and support each other during these challenging times.  This activity was such a 

success with our staff that we wanted to extend it and engage our whole school community to 

participate.   It will also give our students and families some fun insight into our staff and get to 

know them a little better.  And of course there will be prizes for the top three winning home groups.  

You will be provided with photos of our staff in their much younger years (babies and toddlers); their 

favourite sports and two truths and a lie and you will need to match these with staff.  More 

information will be forthcoming this week.  We hope you all get involved (the fun and connection 

you will have as a family and home group alone are worth it, but there will be prizes for the top 

three home groups). 

We are currently reviewing our reporting process for remote learning and will provide updated 

information regarding this early next term.  I remind you that you can contact your child’s classroom 

teacher for updates on your child’s progress and they can arrange a Webex meeting with you if that 

is your preference.  We will communicate further details regarding parent teacher meetings in due 

course, but they are likely to be conducted via video call.   Staff are providing students with 

continuous feedback via Compass on their learning tasks.  We encourage all parents to review the 

feedback and discuss with their student.   

 It is important to remind you once again to not hesitate to contact the school if your child needs 

support.  We will make sure someone from our wellbeing team reaches out and offers support.    I 

remind you that if the situation is an emergency, I encourage you to contact 000 and seek 

assistance. Beyond Blue has also developed a page with dedicated information and advice on mental 

health during the pandemic which can be found below at: 

https://www.beyondblue.org.au/the-facts/looking-after-your-mental-health-during-the-coronavirus-

outbreak 

I hope all families remain safe and well.  The hope continues that restrictions will be lifted and 

schools will eventually be open.   

Stay safe everyone and stay positive 

Regards 

Konnie Prades 

Principal 
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