
 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents/Carers and Students, 

 

As I am writing this, we are entering our sixth week of remote learning and the final three weeks of 

term 3, and what a journey we have been on.   It has been heart-warming to see our whole school 

community come together and support each other as we work towards a common goal – providing a 

learning program for our students, looking after everyone’s wellbeing and most importantly keeping 

everyone safe. 

 I once again want to thank our whole school community for working together to achieve a great 

transition in the way we are engaging in Teaching and Learning.  Our weekly Connected newsletter 

continues to provide an opportunity to share the wonderful work that students and teachers are 

doing during this time.  The latest newsletter posted on Friday celebrates “Wear it Purple” day and it 

was wonderful last week to see videos of our staff and students dressing up in purple in support of 

our LBGTQI community (staff, students and families).  Please check our website and Compass to view 

the videos.  You will also find pictures of the gift packs delivered to all our Year 12 students last 

week, letting them know we are thinking of them and are here to support them in any way we can.  

We are proud of the resilience our Year 12 students are showing during what is already a challenging 

year, made more so by the Pandemic.   

In line with feedback from parents, students and staff, we are continuing with our Whole School 

Days, with last week the College participating in Fitness Tuesday and Movement Week.  All students 

and staff were invited on Tuesday to participate in a variety of activities promoting fitness.  Our Staff 

vs Student challenge continues to be an event that helps us stay connected; at the moment the staff 

are ahead of the students but with the number of kilometres some of our students are doing, staff 

can easily be overtaken!   

It is really important that we manage our mental health and wellbeing during this period of social 

isolation and remote learning and we are introducing once again “Wellbeing Wednesday” on the 9th 

of September.  We will be posting activities for students and their families to do each lesson and we 

encourage you to take this time away from your devices and look after your wellbeing.    

For our Year 12s, this is your day that you can take a breath and ‘catch up’ on work but only for half 

a day and then go outside, enjoy the fresh air, take some no-stress time for yourself and do 

something to look after you wellbeing. 

It is important to remember that “It’s OK to do less when you are coping with more!” 

A reminder for all students to log in their attendance each morning before 11am  by accessing the 

link on their Compass feed.  If you know your child will be absent from learning on a particular day, 

please enter their absence and reason on Compass.  We continue to monitor attendance and follow 

up with parents and students who are absent.  We report student attendance to the Department of 

Education daily. 



It is important to remind you once again to not hesitate to contact the school if your child needs 

support.  We will make sure someone from our wellbeing team reaches out and offers support.    I 

remind you that if the situation is an emergency, I encourage you to contact 000 and seek 

assistance. Beyond Blue has also developed a page with dedicated information and advice on mental 

health during the pandemic which can be found below at: 

https://www.beyondblue.org.au/the-facts/looking-after-your-mental-health-during-the-coronavirus-

outbreak 

I hope all families remain safe and well.  There is increasing hope that restrictions will be lifted and 

schools will eventually be open soon.  

I once again reflect on the fact that the college is a very strange place with no students. It feels 

empty and bereft of life. Schools are meant to be filled with people, not silence and contemplation. 

We welcome the day that we can have our whole school community back together again, safely of 

course. 

I am taking a moment today to feel an enormous sense of gratitude to our staff, teachers and 

education support staff, who are labouring to educate your children and support their wellbeing.   

The effort this is taking, the time they are investing and the adjustments they are making, are asking 

a great deal of them.  But they do it without complaint and always to find the best ways to support 

our students. 

I am sure you will join with me in sending our teachers and our educational support staff our very 

best wishes and thanks. 

 

Stay safe, stay positive and look after each other. 

Yours Sincerely 

 

Konnie Prades 

Principal 

August 30th, 2020 
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