
 

 

Dear Parents/Carers and Students, 

 

As I am writing this, we are entering our fifth week of remote learning, (and week 6 of Term 3) and 

we are now half way through the term and what a journey we have been on.   It has been heart-

warming to see our whole school community come together once again, supporting  each other as 

we work towards a common goal – providing a learning program for our students, looking after 

everyone’s wellbeing and most importantly keeping everyone safe. 

I hope you all took some time on Friday to enjoy time with your families, away from the computer, 

doing some fun things that were possible during the Stage Four restrictions.  Please send in photos 

of what you did, be it walking your dog, baking, watching your favourite Netflix show, shooting some 

hoops, whatever it was that put a smile on your face and supported your mental and physical 

wellbeing.  We would love to share them in our Connect newsletter that we publish each week.   

A reminder for all students to log in their attendance each morning before 11 by accessing the link 

on their Compass feed.  If you know your child will be absent from learning on a particular day, 

please enter their absence and reason on Compass.  We continue to monitor attendance and follow 

up with parents and students who are absent.  We report student attendance to the Department of 

Education daily. 

On Wednesday 19th of August, our staff will be involved in Professional Development and they will 

be uploading lessons on Compass for periods 1 & 2 for students to work independently.  Periods 3 & 

4 are already scheduled for independent learning.  We ask that students access their Compass 

account and review the lesson and work required during this time.   

Keeping our community connected is very important during these challenging times.  Ms Lauren 

Shaw, Student Leader, is continuing to work with our Captains and various student leaders across 

the College to create videos and work with Ms Claire Clancy in creating our Connect newsletter each 

week.  The staff/student challenge organised by Mr Potter with Ms Shaw is a great way of keeping us 

all connected.  A special mention must be said for Bayliss in 9A for an epic effort last week – clocking 

127.85 km.  What an amazing effort!  Mr Verrell came a distant second with 72.86 km.  Well done to 

all involved and I encourage everyone to participate, every metre earned contributes to your teams 

tally and keeps us all connected.    Staff are ahead as of week 3, but it is still anyone’s game! 

 

It is understandable to be experiencing feelings of uncertainty, anxiety and concern in relation to the 

ongoing changes and restrictions that are developing each day. 

It is important to remind you once again to not hesitate to contact the school if your child needs 

support.  We will make sure someone from our wellbeing team reaches out and offers support.    I 

remind you that if the situation is an emergency, I encourage you to contact 000 and seek 



assistance. Beyond Blue has also developed a page with dedicated information and advice on 

mental health during the pandemic which can be found below at: 

 https://www.beyondblue.org.au/the-facts/looking-after-your-mental-health-during-the-

coronavirus-outbreak 

 

I hope all families are safe and well.   There are indications that the pandemic in Victoria is starting 

to get under control with the curve starting to flatten – let us hope that at the end of the Stage 4 

restrictions we can start to return to some semblance of normality. 

Stay safe, stay positive and look after each other. 

 

Yours Sincerely 

 

Konnie Prades 

Principal 

August 16th  , 2020  
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